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CALIFORNIA SYMPHONY RINGS IN HOLIDAY SEASON
IT’S A CELLO-BRATION • SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 14
SEASON IN SONG • SATURDAY, DECEMBER 12
WALNUT CREEK, CA (October 15, 2020) – California Symphony announced today the full
programs for the final concerts in its 2020 video concert series. IT’S A CELLO-BRATION,
premiering November 14 at 7 p.m., will feature “rock star cellist,” composer, and returning
favorite Joshua Roman and the California Symphony String Quartet; and SEASON IN SONG,
premiering December 12 at 7 p.m. will continue the festivities with Grammy-winning mezzosoprano Kelley O’Connor, standout tenor Nicholas Phan, and the California Symphony Brass
Quintet performing seasonal selections and holiday favorites. The free concerts will be
simultaneously broadcast on Walnut Creek’s local public access TV channel and online at
https://vimeo.com/CaliforniaSymphony.
IT’S A CELLO-BRATION features solo performances by Roman of Krzysztof Penderecki’s Capriccio
per Siegfried Palm, Caroline Shaw’s In Manus Tuas, as well as an original composition. The
California Symphony String Quartet, featuring Jennifer Cho (Concertmaster), Philip Santos
(violin), Marcel Gemperli (viola) and Leighton Fong (cello), round out the program with 19th
century English composer of color Samuel Coleridge-Taylor’s lesser known gem Fantasiestücke
for String Quartet Jennifer Higdon’s Amazing Grace, inspired by the hymn and other tunes
popular in Appalachia. For the full program, visit
www.californiasymphony.org/shows/cellobration.
SEASON IN SONG features O’Connor and Phan performing a mix of traditional holiday favorites
and lesser known pieces to get everyone in the holiday spirit, along with the California
Symphony Brass Quintet featuring William Harvey (trumpet), Scott Macomber (trumpet),
Meredith Brown (French horn), Don Benham (Principal trombone) and Forrest Byram (Principal
tuba). Highlights include Byram’s original arrangements of “Dreidel Song” and “O Hanukkah,”
Handel’s “Joy to the World” and Richard S. Willis’ “It Came Upon A Midnight Clear.” For the full
program, visit www.californiasymphony.org/shows/season_in_song.
“The final two concerts in our fall video concert series are sure to leave everyone feeling merry
and bright this holiday season,” said Music Director Donato Cabrera. “Featuring dynamic
soloists along with our amazing California Symphony ensembles, each program includes
audience favorites as well as daring new works and arrangements.”
Audiences are invited to tune in 30 minutes prior to each concert to hear Maestro Cabrera in
conversation with the featured artists.

California Symphony’s video concert programs are supported by Hewlett Foundation, Lesher
Foundation, and the National Endowment for the Arts.
###
ABOUT CALIFORNIA SYMPHONY
Under the leadership of Music Director Donato Cabrera, California Symphony is distinguished by
its vibrant concert programs that combine classics with American repertoire and champion
works by minority and living composers while bringing music to people in new and
unconventional settings. Its mission is to enhance lives by performing the full range of classical
music, presenting talented young performers in their early career concert appearances, and
providing transformational, educational outreach programs for adults and children alike.
California Symphony aims to be a modern and relevant ensemble, making classical music
meaningful to those it serves, bringing in new audiences along the way, and ultimately, more
fully representing the state of California.
In 2017, California Symphony was the first professional orchestra to publish a public
Commitment to Diversity. For more information, please visit californiasymphony.org.
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